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FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5642 
USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS KABUL 0060 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SNAR, AF 

SUB J : POSSIBLE SALE OF AFGHAN GOVERNMENT SEIZED OPIUM 

REF 75 KABUL 4107 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ABDUL SALAM, 
PRESIDENT COMMERICAL DEPARTMENT, AFGHAN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE: 

QUOTE AFTER COMPLIMENTS, WE WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT THE 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT OF THE FINANCE MINISTRY HAS A 5 TON SUPPLY 
OF CONFISCATED OPIUM READY FOR SALE. IN CONTINUATION 
TO YOUR KIND ASSISTANCE, PLEASE INFORM MALINKRODT AND OTHER 
COMPANIES THAT MAY WANT TO PURCHASE THE OPIUM. EXPECTING 
TO RECEIVE THEIR OFFERS IN THIS RESPECT. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE 
FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS RESPECT. UNQUOTE. 

2. DEPARTMENT REQUESTED TO PASS ABOVE MESSAGE TO KENT, 
MALINCKRODT CHEMICAL WORKS, ST LOUIS, MISSOURI. USDOC 
MAY MAKE OTHER DISTRIBUTION AS SUITABLE. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: MALLINKRODT RECENTLY COMPLETED PURCHASE OF 
SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITY OF AFGHAN SEIZED OPIUM AFTER DIFFICULT 
NEGOTIATIONS EXTENDING OVER ONE YEAR. WE HAVE NO CERTAINTY GOA 
HAS IMPROVED ITS PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING SALES. THIS 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OPIUM, SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976KABUL00060 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760003-0674 
From: KABUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 87/aaaaczdg.tel 

Line Count: 63 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 KABUL 4107 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: castelsl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE SALE OF AFGHAN GOVERNMENT SEIZED OPIUM 
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